
POLS 4392.004/5325.001 

Fall 2018 

 

State Politics 

Tuesday 7:00 – 9:50 PM 

Location: 455 University Hall 

(Our first class on August 28th will be in 08 University Hall) 

 

Instructor: Dr. Brent Boyea 

Office: 446 University Hall 

POLS Department Phone: 817-272-2991 

E-mail: boyea@uta.edu   

Website: https://www.brentdboyea.com  

Faculty Profile: https://www.uta.edu/profiles/brent-boyea  

Office Hours:  Tuesday and Thursday, 11:15AM-12:00PM and by appointment 

 

I.  Introduction: 

 

This course is designed to examine state politics with the intent to familiarize students with the questions, 

approaches, and issues involved in the study of the American states.  Our focus during the semester will 

be far ranging, beginning with recent surveys of the study of state politics and government.  We will then 

proceed to a discussion of the historical development of the states and their unique position vis-à-vis the 

national government, followed by an examination of the forces shaping the context of state politics, state 

institutions, political organizations, and the policy process in the states.  Throughout the course, we will 

consider the limits and possibilities of state governments, both in theory and in practice. 

 

A major advantage of studying state politics is in the leverage that one gains from considering important 

theoretical questions that are central to the study of politics, not just state politics.  As such, state politics 

offers the opportunity to ascertain with better clarity the impact of political environments, public opinion, 

and institutional designs on political outcomes.  Most importantly, however, the study of state politics can 

offer answers to questions that may elude most other subfields in political science.  Owing to problems 

associated with inferences made from single institutions like the US Congress or widely varying quality 

in data and cultural/language differences that exist across countries, state politics serves as fertile avenue 

for exploring many of today’s most pertinent political questions. 

 

II. Required Text:  

 

There are seven required books for this class, which will be available for purchase at the University 

Bookstore or through an on-line bookseller.  If purchasing on-line, use expedited shipping as readings 

will begin immediately.  Each book has been placed on reserve (electronically or physically) at the central 

university library.   

 

1. Robert Erikson, Gerald Wright, and John McIver. 1993. Statehouse Democracy: Public Opinion 
and Policy in the American States. New York: Cambridge University Press. (ISBN – 

9780521424059) 

2. Andrew Gelman. 2008 (2010 Expanded Edition). Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State: 

Why Americans Vote the Way They Do. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. (ISBN – 

9780691143934) 

3. Melinda Gann Hall. 2014.  Attacking Judges: How Campaign Advertising Influences State 

Supreme Court Elections. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. (ISBN – 9780804793087) 
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4. Andrew Karch. 2007. Democratic Laboratories: Policy Diffusion among the American States. 

Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. (ISBN – 9780472069682) 

5. Thad Kousser and Justin H. Phillips. 2012. The Power of American Governors: Winning on 

Budgets and Losing on Policy. New York: Cambridge University Press. (ISBN – 

9781107611177) 

6. Raymond La Raja and Brian Schaffner. 2015. Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: 
When Purists Prevail. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. (ISBN – 9780472052998). 

7. Robert Mickey. 2015. Paths out of Dixie: The Democratization of Authoritarian Enclaves in 
America’s Deep South, 1944-1972. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press (ISBN – 

9780691149639) 

8. Prepared Readings on Blackboard.  To access Blackboard, log in with your UTA NetID and 

password at https://elearn.uta.edu/webapps/login/.  If you have difficulty when accessing 

Blackboard, visit http://www.uta.edu/blackboard/students/index.php or contact the Office of 

Information Technology Help Desk at 817-272-2208. 

 

III. Course Requirements: 

 

1. Attendance and Participation – Attendance is mandatory.  Students are expected to attend each 

class and to arrive on time prepared to discuss the current week's readings.  Class participation 

should reflect careful thinking about the readings.  Each student will be assigned readings during 

several weeks of the semester; whereby, students will be responsible for discussing the articles 

for that week as an in-class leader.  While all students are expected to complete the readings and 

to be prepared to discuss the week’s readings, participation as the readings leader will provide 

students with an opportunity to demonstrate their broader command of the week’s subject.  As 

noted in the schedule, some of the articles are posted on Blackboard.  Lastly, laptop computers or 

tablets should be used for class purposes only.  While the benefits of laptops and tablets are 

numerous, they generally are inappropriate for graduate seminars. 

2. Student Leader/Topic Papers – In three classes throughout the semester, students will be required 

to be a leader for that week’s readings.  For those classes, the student leaders will deliver to their 

fellow students a four-page double-spaced paper that describes the theory, hypotheses, 

data/methodology, and conclusions of that week’s readings.  Connections between the readings 

must be made.  When applicable, those papers should also give careful attention to the additional 

student leader reading and describe those readings to others in the class. Papers must be emailed 

to Dr. Boyea by 9AM of the morning of our class and will be distributed by Dr. Boyea in class to 

be used as a guide for the weeks readings. Weekly leader assignments will be distributed on 

September 4th.  Late topic papers (i.e., after 9AM on class days) will not be accepted.   

3. Research Paper – Each student is required to write a semester research paper related to one of the 

themes of the course (e.g., voter turnout, political party competition, legislative elections, judicial 

behavior, etc.).  Research should be independent and include the general components of a 

research design, including a research question, literature review, and several well-stated and 

theoretically sound hypotheses.  Further, introductory quantitative analysis is required as a 

component of the paper, meaning the use of data and state-level datasets to test theoretical 

assumptions using descriptive statistics and perhaps causal statistics (i.e., chi-squared test).  A list 

of acceptable datasets will be distributed towards the beginning of the semester.  A single-spaced 

one-page research proposal with a specific research question, several primary hypotheses, 

relevant non-class literature, the source of the data, and the justification for the topic is due on 

October 9th.  A written and stapled version of the proposal must be submitted in class and not by 

email.  Failure to turn in the prospectus will result in a two-grade penalty (20 points) on the final 

paper grade.  Completed papers are due on December 4th. Late papers will not be accepted. 

4. Final Examination – There will be a final examination that will include one broad essay question. 

Exams will be distributed on December 4th. All students will take the examination at the assigned 
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time with no make-up exam allowed except for situations such as medical emergencies, deaths in 

the family, etc.  In such situations, students are expected to contact the instructor during the day 

of the exam and are required to present proof of a medical emergency.  Failure to take an 

examination will result in a failing grade (0). 

 

IV. Grading 

   

1. Attendance and Participation – 20% 

2. Topic Papers – 30% 

3. Research Paper – 30% 

a. Prospectus Due on October 9th 

b. Final Research Paper Due on December 4th 

4. Final Examination – 20% 

 

Grades will be posted on Blackboard.  The grading scale is as follows: 

 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

60-69 D 

0-59 F 

 

Policy on incomplete grades (I’s): Given that an incomplete grade can be a permanent grade assignment, 

incompletes are strongly avoided.  An incomplete grade will be assigned only in the most extreme cases 

of sickness that occur after the university’s withdrawal deadline. 

 

V. Class Schedule: 

 

August 28: Introduction to the Course and Review of Syllabus 

 

September 4: Studying State Politics 

• Malcolm Jewell. 1982. “The Neglected World of State Politics” 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2130511  

• Sean Nicholson-Crotty and Kenneth Meier. 2002. “Size Doesn’t Matter: In Defense of Single-

State Studies” http://www.jstor.org/stable/40421473  

• Sarah Morehouse and Malcolm Jewell. 2004. “States as Laboratories: A Reprise” 

http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev.polisci.7.012003.104913  

• Christopher Mooney. 2009. “Term Limits as a Boon to Legislative Scholarship: A Review” 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40421636  

 

September 11: Public Opinion  

• Robert S. Erikson, Gerald C. Wright, and John P. McIver. 1993. Statehouse Democracy: Public 
Opinion and Policy in the American States. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

• Additional student leader reading: Devin Caughey and Christopher Warshaw. 2016. “The 

Dynamics of State Policy Liberalism, 1936–2014” 

http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/24877462  

 

September 18: Public Opinion  

• Andrew Gelman. 2008 (2010 Expanded Edition). Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State: 

Why Americans Vote the Way They Do. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
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• Additional student leader reading: Patrick Miller and Pamela Conover. 2015. “Red and Blue 

States of Mind: Partisan Hostility and Voting in the United States” 

https://login.ezproxy.uta.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-

com.ezproxy.uta.edu/docview/1689569501?accountid=7117  

 

September 25: Political Parties 

• James Gibson, Cornelius Cotter, John Bibby, and Robert Huckshorn. 1983. “Assessing Party 

Organizational Strength” http://www.jstor.org/stable/2111015  

• Charles J. Barrilleaux. 1986. “A Dynamic Model of Partisan Competition in the American States” 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/2111275  

• Devin Caughey, Christopher Warshaw, and Yiqing Xu. 2018. “Incremental Democracy: The 

Policy Effects of Partisan Control of State Government.” In Blackboard. 

• Paul Herrnson. 2009. “The Roles of Party Organizations, Party-Connected Committees, and Party 

Allies in Elections” http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1017/S0022381609990065 

• Additional student leader reading: Thad Kousser, Scott Lucas, Seth Masket and Eric McGhee. 

2015. “Kingmakers or Cheerleaders? Party Power and the Causal Effects of Endorsements” 

http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/24637786  

 

October 2: Research Day, Class Canceled 

 

October 9: State Legislatures 

• Wayne Francis, 1985. “Leadership, Party Caucuses, and Committees in U. S. State Legislatures” 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/439726 (Party Structure/Leadership) 

• Peverill Squire, 1988.  “Member Career Opportunities and the Internal Organization of 

Legislatures” http://www.jstor.org/stable/2131465 (Ambition) 

• Nicholas Carnes and Eric Hansen. 2016. “Does Paying Politicians More Promote Economic 

Diversity in Legislatures?” In Blackboard. (Composition) 

• Jeffery A. Jenkins and Nathan W. Monroe. 2016. “On Measuring Legislative Agenda-Setting 

Power” http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/24583056 (Leadership) 

• Alexander Fouirnaies. 2018. “When Are Agenda Setters Valuable?” In Blackboard. 

(Responsivess/Contributions) 

• Additional student leader reading: Chrisopher Mooney. 2013. “Measuring State House Speakers’ 

Formal Powers, 1981-2010” https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/24710881 (Leadership) 

 
October 16: Legislative Term Limits and Redistricting 

• Thad Kousser. 2006. “The Limited Impact of Term Limits” http://www.jstor.org/stable/41289399  

• Jeffrey Lazarus. 2006. “Term Limits’ Multiple Effects on State Legislators’ Career Decisions” 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/41289397  

• Andrew Hall. 2014. “Partisan Effects of Legislative Term Limits” in Blackboard. 

• David Lublin and D. Stephen Voss. 2000. “Racial Redistricting and Realignment in Southern 

State Legislatures” http://www.jstor.org/stable/2669282  

• Brian F. Schaffner, Michael W. Wagner, and Jonathan Winburn. 2004. “Incumbents Out, Party 

In? Term Limits and Partisan Redistricting in State Legislatures” 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/40421528  

• Barry Edwards et al. 2017. “Institutional Control of Redistricting and the Geography of 

Representation.” In Blackboard. 

• Additional student leader reading: Caroline J. Tolbert, Daniel A. Smith, and John C. Green. 2009. 

“Strategic Voting and Legislative Redistricting Reform: District and Statewide Representational 

Winners and Losers” http://www.jstor.org/stable/27759848 
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October 23: Governors and the Executive Branch 

• Thad Kousser and Justin H. Phillips. 2012. The Power of American Governors: Winning on 

Budgets and Losing on Policy. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

October 30: Elections: Voting 

• Ronald Weber, Harvey Tucker, and Paul Brace. 1991. “Vanishing Marginals in State Legislative 

Elections” http://www.jstor.org/stable/439965 

• Brian Schaffner, Matthew Streb, and Gerald Wright. 2001. “Teams without Uniforms: The 

Nonpartisan Ballot in State and Local Elections” http://www.jstor.org/stable/449205  

• Thomas Carsey and Gerald Wright, 1998. “State and National Factors in Gubernatorial and 

Senatorial Elections” http://www.jstor.org/stable/2991738  

• Thomas Carsey and Gerald Wright. 1998. “State and National Factors in Gubernatorial and 

Senatorial Elections: A Rejoinder” http://www.jstor.org/stable/2991740  

• Robert Erikson, Olle Folke, and James Snyder, Jr. 2015. “A Gubernatorial Helping Hand? How 

Governors Affect Presidential Elections” http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/680186  

• Grimmer et al. 2018. “Obstacles to Estimating Voter ID Laws’ Effect on Turnout.” In 

Blackboard. 

 

November 6: Elections: Contributions 

• Raymond La Raja and Brian Schaffner. 2015. Campaign Finance and Political Polarization: 
When Purists Prevail. 

• Additional student leader reading: Brent Boyea. 2017. “Individual Contributions to State 

Supreme Court Campaigns: Context and the Impact of Institutional Design.” In Blackboard. 

 

November 13: State Courts 

• Melinda Gann Hall. 2014.  Attacking Judges: How Campaign Advertising Influences State 
Supreme Court Elections. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 

• Additional student leader reading: Paul Brace and Brent Boyea. 2008. “State Public Opinion, the 

Death Penalty and the Practice of Electing Judge” http://www.jstor.org/stable/25193818 

 

November 20: Federalism and State Policymaking 

• Andrew Karch. 2007. Democratic Laboratories: Policy Diffusion among the American States. 

 

November 27: State Policymaking 

• Rodney Hero and Caroline Tolbert. 1996. “Racial/Ethnic Diversity Interpretation of Politics and 

Policy in the State of the U.S” http://www.jstor.org/stable/2111798 

• Richard Fording. 2001. “The Political Response to Black Insurgency: A Critical Test of 

Competing Theories of the State” http://www.jstor.org/stable/3117632 

• William Berry, Richard Fording, and Russell Hanson. 2003. “Reassessing the ‘Race to the 

Bottom’ in State Welfare Policy” http://www.jstor.org/stable/3449809 

• Thomas Hayes and D. Xavier Vidal. 2015. “Fiscal Policy and Economic Inequality in the U.S. 

States” http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/24371840  

• William Hicks, Seth McKee, Mitchell Sellers, and Daniel Smith. 2015. “A Principle or a 

Strategy? Voter Identification Laws and Partisan Competition in the American States”  

https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uta.edu/stable/24371969  

 

December 4: Southern Politics 

• Robert Mickey. 2015. Paths out of Dixie: The Democratization of Authoritarian Enclaves in 

America’s Deep South, 1944-1972. 
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Final Examination:  Tuesday, December 11th from 8:15-10:45PM 

 

Journal Key:  

American Journal of Political Science - AJPS 

American Political Science Review – APSR 
American Politics Quarterly - APQ 

American Politics Research – APR 
Annual Review of Political Science – ARPS 

Journal of Politics – JOP 

Legislative Studies Quarterly - LSQ 

Political Research Quarterly – PRQ 

State Politics and Policy Quarterly – SPPQ 
Western Political Quarterly – WPQ 

 

VI. A Note on the Readings 

 

From time to time, the website links in the schedule will change or stop working.  Remember that 

publication links are provided as a courtesy.  Each of the articles not posted on Blackboard can be found 

through online databases managed by the university, including JSTOR, the Worldwide Political Science 

Abstracts, or Academic Search Complete.  If you have questions about searching for an article or would 

like a tutorial on database research, please contact the university library.  The library’s liaison to the 

Department of Political Science is Gretchen Trkay (gtrkay@uta.edu).   

 

Remember that links often work best when physically at the university.  Otherwise, I advise using an off-

campus connection that utilizes a virtual private network (VPN), which makes off-campus downloads 

easier.  VPN software can be downloaded through UTA’s Office of Information Technology (see 

http://www.uta.edu/oit/cs/software/vpn/index.php). 

 

VII.  Special Notes: 

 

1. Correspondence – Occasionally, students may be contacted about course changes and other events.  

Correspondence will be directed to university email addresses rather than personal email addresses, 

given UTA officials are not permitted to contact students via their non-university email addresses.  

Failure by a student to check their university email may result in missed assignments and grade 

penalties. 

2. Cell Phones and Electronic Devices – Students are instructed to turn off their cell phones prior to 

class.  See the comments about cell phone usage in the Citizenship section. Usage of a cell phone 

or other non-permitted electronic device during an examination or quiz will result in a grade of 

zero on that examination or quiz. 

3. Test Conduct – All materials must be removed from one’s desk during an examination or quiz.  

Additionally, headwear (e.g., hats), sunglasses, and earphones are not permitted during an 

examination.   

4.   Academic Integrity - All students are expected to obey the civil and penal statues of the State of 

Texas and the United States, the Regents’ Rules and Regulations of The University of Texas 
System, the rules and regulations of the University, and the orders or instructions issued by an 

administrative official of the University or U.T. System in the course of his/her duties, and to 

observe standards of conduct that are compatible with the University’s function as an educational 

institution.  Any student found to engage in cheating, plagiarism, or collusion will be sanctioned. 
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5. Inclement Weather – If a class is canceled due to inclement weather, its subject will be delayed 

until the following class.  Similarly, all tests canceled because of inclement weather will be 

delivered during the following class.  For information related to weather related class 

cancellations please call (972) 601-2049. 
6. Emergency Exit Procedures - Should we experience an emergency event that requires us to 

vacate the building, students should exit the room and move toward the nearest exit, which can 

be found to the left and right behind the lecture podium. When exiting the building during an 

emergency, one should never take an elevator, but should use the stairwells. Faculty members 

and instructional staff will assist students in selecting the safest route for evacuation and will 

make arrangements to assist individuals with disabilities. 

7. Campus Carry - Effective August 1, 2016, the Campus Carry law (Senate Bill 11) allows licensed 

individuals to carry a concealed handgun in buildings on public university campuses, except in 

locations the University establishes as prohibited. Under the new law, openly carrying handguns 

is not allowed on college campuses. For more information, visit 
http://www.uta.edu/news/info/campus-carry/. 

8. Students with Disabilities - Any student with a documented disability needing academic 

accommodations is requested to speak with the instructor during the first two weeks of class.  All 

discussions will remain confidential. 

9.   Discrimination Policy – The University of Texas at Arlington does not discriminate on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, disabilities, genetic 

information, and/or veteran status in its educational programs or activities it operates. For more 

information, visit uta.edu/eos. 

10. Title IX Policy - The University of Texas at Arlington is committed to maintaining a learning and 
working environment that is free from discrimination based on sex in accordance with Title IX of 

the Higher Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), which prohibits discrimination on the 

basis of sex in educational programs or activities; Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title 

VII), which prohibits sex discrimination in employment; and the Campus Sexual Violence 

Elimination Act (SaVE Act). Sexual misconduct is a form of sex discrimination and will not be 

tolerated. For information regarding Title IX, visit www.uta.edu/titleIX or contact Ms. Jean 

Hood, Vice President and Title IX Coordinator at (817) 272-7091 or jmhood@uta.edu. 

11. Student Support Services - The University of Texas at Arlington provides a variety of resources 

and programs designed to help students develop academic skills, deal with personal situations, 

and better understand concepts and information related to their courses. These resources include 
tutoring, major-based learning centers, developmental education, advising and mentoring, 

personal counseling, and federally funded programs. Among the support services on campus, the 

IDEAS Center (2nd Floor of Central Library) offers free tutoring to all students with a focus on 

transfer students, sophomores, veterans and others undergoing a transition to UT Arlington. To 

schedule an appointment with a peer tutor or mentor email IDEAS@uta.edu or call (817) 272-

6593. For more information, students may contact the Maverick Resource Hotline at 817-272-

6107 or visit www.uta.edu/resources. 

12. Syllabus Changes – The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus at any time during the 

semester. 
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